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High speed rail is now the hot rail topic throughout the world, with proven success in 
many countries and technology advances making it even more attractive. 

The presentation will briefly review the progress of high speed rail around the world, look 
at the benefits and impacts of high speed rail, and comment on the Australian context. 

Colin is a Director of Arup and sits on the Transport Executive, where he is jointly 
responsible for the Partnership’s international design operation for transport projects.  He 
leads Arup’s Global Rail Business and incorporates rail projects from light rail to high 
speed in countries across the world, including Europe, East Asia, America and Australia. 

Colin was the Technical Director and Deputy Project Director for the design and project 
management of the UK’s first high speed line, the £6bn HS1 (the Channel Tunnel Rail 
Link), before moving on to the Board of Control which oversaw the successful delivery of 
the project to time and budget.  His High Speed Rail projects include High Speed 1 and 
High Speed 2 in UK, California High Speed Rail, Express Rail Link (China to Hong Kong), 
Portugal HSL, High Speed Line Holland and Beijing South High Speed Rail Station. 

He is currently Project Director for the route options study being carried out by Arup for 
HS2 Ltd., to identify a new high speed line from London to the West Midlands and 
beyond. 
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